COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Department of Historic Resources

iliyHioseptiyiard 2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 Julie V. Langan
Secretary of Natural Resources Director

Tel: (804) 367-2323
Fax: (804) 367-2391
www.dhr.virginia.gov

October 12, 2017

Mr. and Mrs. Nigel Morris
619 South Lee Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

Re: Conceptual Review: Rehabiliation Plans
Vowell Snowden Black House, City of Alexandria
DHR Easement File No. 100-0111_ep

Mr. and Mrs. Morris ~

Thank you for submitting a project review request to the Department of Historic Resources (DHR)
for the conceptual review of the proposed rehabiltiation of your property, the Vowell Snowden Black
House, located in the City of Alexandria. This information was submitted on your behalf by Paige
Pollard of Commonwealth Preservation Group , and received in our office on September 22, 2017.

The submittal included exterior photographs of the rear of the house and schematic drawings by
Cunningham | Quill Architects, PLLC (dated 08-15-17). The proposed scope of work seeks to
minimize the impact to the existing historic materials at the property, removes select non-historic
components on the site, and presents additions to the main house and the introduction of a separate
residential garage to the parcel. Overall, the additions appear subordinate to the historic resource in
scale and massing, though the details of the elevations are not yet determined. All of the new
construction is carefully sited, such that the visual impact is minimized.

After careful review, our office concluded that, in concept, the proposed rehabilitative scope of work
for the Vowell Snowden Black House appears consistent with the easement provisions and the
Standards for Rehabilitation, and is, therefore, approved. This approval is valid for a year from the
date of this letter. Please submit more developed construction documents as they become available.
We look forward to working with you on this project.
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Sincerely,

Easement Program Architect
Office of Preservation Incentives
(804) 482-6455

Megan.melinat(cedhr. virginia.gov

C: Paige Pollard, Commonwealth Preservation Group
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OMMONWEALTH
PRESERVATION GROUP

September 21, 2017
Ms. Megan Melinat
Virginia Department of Historic Resources
2801 Kensington Avenue
Richmond, VA 23221
Re: Easement Property Renovation Proposal, Vowell-Snowden-Black House
619 South Lee Street, Alexandria, VA
DHR # 100-0111
Dear Megan,

The ownert of the Vowell-Snowden-Black House has developed the enclosed proposal to
tenovate property, which is located at 619 South Lee Street in Alexandria, VA.

Please contact me should you have any questions. Thank you very much for your assistance
in this matter.

Sincerely,

/
fﬁ-a‘;}ﬂh
Paige Pollard

Enclosures

PO BOX 11083 » NORFOLK, VA » 23517



OMMONWEALTH
PRESERVATION GROUP

MEMORANDUM

To: Megan Melinat, Easement Architect
Vitginia Department of Historic Resoutces

From: Paige Pollard

Subject:  Vowell-Snowden-Black House

619 South Lee Street
Alexandria, VA
Easement file 100-0111ep
Date: September 21, 2017
Introduction

The Vowell-Snowden-Black House (DHR Easement File No. 100-0111) is located at 619
South Lee Street in Alexandtia, Virginia. Constructed c1798-1800, the three-story Federal
style dwelling retains much of its historic plan, features, and finishes. The property contains a
number of histotic and modern additions, as shown on the enclosed annotated site plan;
these include a historic flounder addition and cartiage house, and two modern one-story brick
additions, as well as a swimming pool and tennis court. All resources on the L-shaped
propetty are enclosed within a fence, wall and heavy vegetation, obscuting much of the site
from public view.

Since 2014, the cutrent ownets have been planning a major rehabilitation of the primary
tesidence; the renovation design seeks to preserve the historic core and allow the owners to
live in the original house. In ordet to accommodate modern needs, the applicant has
consistently planned to construct additions to the primary dwelling. Integral to this planning
process has been close coordination with VDHR.

The enclosed plans, desctibed below, incorporate the proposal we presented to Megan
Melinat on August 15, 2017. As discussed in our meeting, this design is intended to minimize
the impact to the histotic building in order to address the comments received from VDHR by
letter on August 5, 2014. This schematic set is intended to allow for formal comment by
VDHR. Once comments ate received, the team will refine the details of the design and
submit that material for additional comment from VDHR.




Justice Black House

VDHR Easement Submission
Easement File 100-0111ep
September 2017

Justice Black House Treatment Proposal

The applicant proposes to make modifications to the site in ordet to retain the historic
dwelling in its original state, while inserting modern amenities into existing and new additions.
The new additions will be contemporary yet compatible to the design of the original house so
that the developmental history of the complex is readily appatent.

~ The two modetn one-story brick and wood frame additions will be removed. One is located
to the north of the historic flounder (c2000), while the other is 'lppended at the south of the
main dwelling (c1970). The historic two-story brick flounder will remain in place; however,
the 11\'1311011 conncctulq the brick flounder to the main dwelling will be modified. A portion of
the hyphen features a curved treatment similar in style to a McVeigh cutve. The cutve
ovetlaps original 1" and 2" story windows at the rear of the dwelling, The curved treatment
does not appear in the histotic photos included in the HABS report on the property. This
cutve inhibits air flow, thus allowing moisture damage and limiting maintenance for the
portion of masonty wall and the 2 windows it covers. For these reasons, the applicant
proposes to remove the curve as shown on the enclosed demolition plans. Several modern
site features will also be removed; these include the tennis courts, brick and slate patios, brick
walkway, pond, and poc}l The existing site plan is shown on Sheet 1; an annotated version of
this document is also included to more clearly delineate the historic and modern pottions of
the property.

The applicant proposes to construct two new additions and a detached garage, as shown on

the proposed site plan (Sheet 7). Each of the additions will be appended to the existing
dwelling via a small hyphen; they are designed to be subordinate to the primaty histotic
dwelling in both volume and massing. One will be attached at the rear (west) of the extended
two-story and one-stoty flounders. This addition will accommodate mechanical equipment, a
family room/gym, and a guest room with bathroom. The second will be constructed in place
of one of the existing one-story brick and frame addition to the south of the historic dwelling
and will be set back from the fagade of the historic building to limit visual impact. It will use
the existing access point in the dining room. This addition will house more mechanical
equipment, play room, kitchen, office, mudroom, and an additional bedroom with bathroom.
A brick walkway with an overhead cover will connect this addition to the new garage.

The garage will be placed at the southeast cotnet of the site. It will be styled similacly to the
other new additions to the site in a clearly contemporary manner in order to differentiate
from the historic portion of the property. The garage will contain two garage doors and a
small room to the south for bike storage.




Justice Black House

VDHR Easement Submission
Easement File 100-0111ep
September 2017

The historic dwelling will retain its original floor plan and use, as shown on Sheets 8-11. The
continuous stait hall, located in the northwest quadrant of the house, will provide access to all
floots. Storage will temain in the basement, while the first floor will continue to feature the
public areas of the house (foyer, living room, and dining room). The second floor contains
the master bedroom, bathtoom, and closet, contained within each of the original rooms. A
new door will W@L@gmstu bedroom and master bath to allow direct access

from one to the other. The third floot will retain two bedrooms and a hall bath.

The existing detached carriage house will be retained at the southwest corner of the lot. The
applicant ptoposes to modify the carriage house slightly by replacing the e: e\jb_'_g solid wood
doors with glasq and wood garage doots, as shown on Sheet 21. The existing doors were
installed by by the previous owner, and are a modern alteration.

The apphcant also proposes to insert a new in-ground pool to the southwest of the historic
dwelling, in place of the brick patio and frame arbor propoecd to be removed. See Sheet 7 for
location of the pool and Sheet 18 for a perspective view looking towards the interior of the ell
formed by the histotic dwelling and its additions.






